Photos by Lachlan Storey

Wildlife Conservation Field Day, April 2019
Post Event Snapshot
Over 50 Bruny Islanders participated in this Field Day at Apollo Bay to learn about how to
protect and create wildlife habitat and monitor for feral cats and native wildlife. People got
involved in the conversations and shared their own hard earned knowledge generously,
helping to make the event a collaborative success. Here’s a little snapshot from the day to
remind those who were there and include those who couldn’t make it.

Lessons learnt and shared from field day
Habitat trees, hollows and tree management options:

Along with this update you will have received the new brochure published by Kingborough
Council ‘Tree Hollows, A Home to Suit Every Need’. We discussed how important ‘habitat
trees’ are in the landscape. This is partly due to the habitat hollows (cavities in trees used by
an animal) that older trees contain. A good habitat tree is usually over 150 year old,
however hollows can develop in much younger trees. We had a robust discussion about the
options for managing a tree so they can be retained rather than removed. We also talked
about the new ‘simulated nesting cavities’ created by carving hollows in older trees. Most
of the information covered on the day is in the brochure. More information can be obtained
from BJ at Kingborough Council (bjupe@kingborough.tas.gov.au), the web resources at
Forest Practices Association or a qualified arborist who specialises in understanding habitat
requirements in older trees.

Understanding Habitat

This session covered some of the important requirements for creating diverse habitat
including the need to think beyond the trees to elements like logs, water, rocks and
understorey. This lovely diagram of the different areas used by different birds was
presented on the day.

The most important thing that landowners on Bruny can do is to protect and build habitat
on their properties, including creating links to adjoining land. Habitat, including ground
cover, understory and fallen leaves, logs etc provides the complex food webs that are
needed by native species and also helps prevent predation by cats. For more information
contact Iona (Iona.Mitchell@dpipwe.tas.gov.au) or Matt (mtaylor@tasland.org.au)
Revegetation
We also discussed strategies to successfully revegetate a patch. People shared their success
stories and learning from ‘failures’. Here is one:
“…. talked about how she protects plants that
have self-sown on her property at Dennes Point.
This has helped revegetate sections of her
property. Plants that self-seed are often hardy
and well adapted to the local conditions. She
places branches, rocks or whatever she can find,
around them and creates garden paths that
prevent them being trodden on. She has also
planted some of these same species in her
garden.”
Revegetation can be the source of much frustration and lost money when it fails but also a
constant source of amazement and satisfaction when it works. Sharing experiences and
work with neighbours and friends can also help to share the load.
“Saturday was an excellent day and worked really well – thank you for asking me to participate, it
was an enjoyable day and nice group of people”.
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Cat management
The importance of a healthy diverse understory was also discussed in relation to cats and
predation. Pointing out that Bruny has a diversity of different and often intact habitats types
compared with other parts of the state (such as the Midlands) where most of the small
mammal species have been lost.
In the face of climate change and ongoing habitat loss, managing cats on Bruny will be even
more critical. Native wildlife on islands are particularly vulnerable to the impact of cats.
Around the globe, the presence of cats on islands have accounted for approximately 14% of
all extinctions of mammals, birds and reptiles.
Please spread the good word on Eastern Quolls! They provide important benefits to the
ecosystem. They help to manage pasture grubs (such as corby grubs which can damage
pastures and crops) and thus reduce the need for insecticides. They also help to reduce the
spread of disease by eating road kill and other carcasses. The higher numbers of quolls on
North Bruny may also help to reduce the number of feral cats by competing with adult cats
and preying on kittens.
You can also encourage anyone that lives on Bruny with a cat/s or regularly visits Bruny with
their cat to get in touch with Kaylene (kallan@kingbrough.tas.gov.au, 6211 8255). The Bruny
Island Cat By-law is now in place and cats must be registered with Council.
Camera monitoring for wildlife and cats

We had a good session on the tips and tricks to
setting up cameras for monitoring wildlife
successfully. Most of these can be found in the TLC
guide you will have received with this update. If
you would like to borrow a camera please contact
Dan Sprod (0428 240 007).
The wildlife monitoring program would also like to
extend special thanks to all those Bruny land
owners or managers that allowed us to monitor on their property.
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